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The rise of
the new
woman

Caleb’s
Motivational
Camp

BY HOLLY KESTENIS

BY DEXTER MCCREE

Staff Writer

Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Women and men of Muslim
faith gathered for a three
day event that focused on
finding solutions to the problems associated with the destruction of black homes,
the black family and the
black community.
The prestigious downtown Hilton at 333, 1st St. S.
played host over Mother’s
Day weekend to The Rise of
the New Women convention. Presented by the Mothers of Civilization, a group
dedicated to acquiring wisdom, understanding, and refinement in themselves and
the world.
Mistress of Ceremonies
Nayyirah (Tivica) Muhammad, director of the organization, and Etta Tucker
welcomed attendees with a
warm smile to Saturday’s
program.
“Today we have all come
together and made a decision to take a stand,” she
said as she discussed the organizations recognition of
women overcoming domestic abuse. “We aim to raise
our youth and our elders out
of the conditions that keep
us from uniting and being
true to our own righteous
self.”

ST. PETERSBURG —
It’s time for the youth leaders
to begin a summer of intense
training and fun. That’s what
happens at Caleb’s Motivational Camp in St. Petersburg. Leaders are developed,
visions are birthed and purpose is identified.
“We can’t afford to have
our youth play all summer
and then expect for them to
return to school as top
achieving students,” said Dr.
Donna McBride, educational
consultant in Atlanta. “Training the mind, problem solving and the ability to think is
a very important part of the
learning process.”
The birth of Caleb’s Motivational Camp is the manifestation of God’s desire for
young men to dream, see
and obtain His promises fulfilled in their lives. The vision
of the camp is to encourage
physical, intellectual and spiritual strength, and to activate
the gifts of males ages 8 13 years old as given by God.
The camp aims to expand the overall experience
of each camper and encourage all to maintain unyielding
focus, thus resulting in accomplished dreams.
“Our young men need to
have proper guidance, mentors and someone who they
can seek out for truth without a hidden agenda,” said
Tony Clark, an educator,
mentor and professional
singer songwriter. “I’m ecstatic to be able to give time
to the camp. I see the vision.”
Motivational
Caleb’s

See WOMAN, page 9

University Prep founder Cheri Shannon with Goliath Davis, president of
The Learning Village of Pinellas, which has helped efforts to start the school.



BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
The old Southside Fundamental school stands abandoned at 1701 10th St. S.,
but after nearly four years
it has finally found a new
tenant. University Preparatory Academy is moving in
with a mission to service
underserved children in
south St. Petersburg neighborhoods.
Cheri Shannon comes
with a reputation. The
good kind. A former edu-

cator, principal and even a
onetime deputy superintendent, Shannon knows
her stuff. Renowned in
Kansas City, Mo., as a savior to struggling students
among nearly 25 failing
schools, she has relocated
to St. Petersburg and isn’t
wasting any time moving
forward with plans to renovate and rejuvenate the historic school currently
equipped to house over 500
students in its first year.
“Don’t come to me and
say this child is from this
home and of course they

can’t learn,” Shannon expressed vehemently speaking of the naysayers that
riddle education, her passion evident with every
word. “Of course they can
learn. I’ve seen them learn.
That’s why we’re doing
this.”
Choosing the old
Southside location was no
accident either. Shannon
and her colleagues handpicked the zip code in an
effort to target residents attending failing schools. In
fact two Pinellas County
schools in the area, Max-

imo Elementary and Melrose Elementary, are both
on the list of F schools.
Shannon hopes these families will check out University Prep for their student
come August.
“We believe we’re providing parents with a public
school choice. A high quality public school choice,”
Shannon admits as she
urges any parent of a student attending a low performing school to sign up
for a new beginning. And
See SCHOOL, page 8

2013 Naomi Red Carpet
Recognition Brunch
BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

Dr. Ava Muhammad

ST. PETERSBURG –
Local ladies dolled up
and stepped out of a line
of limos to stroll down
the red carpet. It was Saturday morning and with
well wishers lined up
along each side of an elegant velvet rope, cam-

See CAMP, page 5

eras flashing, it was like
an evening at the Oscars.
Distinguished
men
dressed in suits and ties
escorted the lovely
ladies through a crowd
of whistles and applause
for an experience they
will always remember.
It’s the 5th Annual
See NAOMI, page 7

Learning at
last year’s camp.

Minister Naomi Joanne Rainey
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OPINIONS
London and Malcolm: A torch and a baton

BY RIVERS-CLEVELAND

The sudden and unexpected passing of London
Bradley on May 3 left not
only hearts broken but a
profound sense of promise
unfulfilled. The following
Thursday the murder of
Malcolm Shabazz was reported. Shabazz was the
grandson and first male
heir of Malcolm X.
Many people in the St.
Petersburg area knew London as a public employee,
basketball player, college
student, friend, son and respectable polite young
black man. His parents

gave their community and
friends a child many
thought of as their own son.
His smile and dignified
presence was not only rare
but seems to be in contrast
to many of his young peers
today.
Malcolm was a talented
yet trouble young man
seeking to find himself and
reconcile his existence in
the shadow of a slain giant.
London Bradley had no
problem reflecting the
grace and honor his parents had bestow upon him.
Malcolm had just started to
come into his own and now
both young men, London
and Malcolm are absent in
the flesh but not in spirit.
They leave not only precious memories but they
also leave a torch and a
baton.
I met London’s father
Tony Bradley at the tennis
court. Tony has become a
wonderful and welcomed

addition to our tennis family. Unlike many cities, St.
Petersburg has a very
lively and successful black
tennis community. Our tennis group in many ways is
like a family. We have big
brothers and big sisters in
our group. We have
lawyers, preachers, teachers, professors and people
from all walks of life. Some
days we can’t stand each
other but we always care
about each other.
Tony’s charisma and
willingness to always get
along with everyone is one
of the reasons our group is
so strong. London not only
represented his father and
family well, he reminded us
all how young black men
should be. He was a good
example of what we all
could be if we tried: polite,
well-mannered clothed in
dignity and respect.
Too often the running
commentary of today’s

young black men is someone who is disrespectful
vulgar, aggressive and ignorant. Yes at times this is
a media driven stereotype,
but at other times it is also
true. London and his parents show us it doesn’t
have to be that way.
There was a time when
respect was expected from
young people. Now it’s not
considered important or
“cool.” Disrespect to parents and authority figures
are the norm.
Malcolm Shabazz was
the first male grandson of
his legendary grandfather
Malcolm X. His mother was
one of Malcolm X’s six
daughters. He had no sons.
His mother watched her father get murdered when
she was a young child. She
never got over it and didn’t
adjust to the legacy of Malcolm X as well as her other
sisters did. She gave birth
to Malcolm in Paris when

she was away in college.
Her son never developed a good relationship
with his father and because
of his mother’s problems,
young
Malcolm
was
shipped from relative to relative. As a 12-year-old child
he set a fire that took the
life of his grandmother
Betty Shabazz, the wife of
Malcolm X. After an adolescence filled with run-ins
with the law, Malcolm finally started getting his life
together.
He began to embrace
his grandfathers’ legacy,
learned four languages and
began to speak out about
his own troubled adolescence and social issues.
Malcolm wanted to talk to
other young people about
the perils of growing up
without a father.
After enrolling in college, he made contacts with
social activist in Iran and
the Middle East. Last week

he was in Mexico meeting
with a Mexican activist who
had just been deported
from the United States. According to several news reports, Malcolm was beaten
to death after a dispute over
a $ 1,200 bar tab.
London was a young
man who got it. He understood that living a good life
was more important than
just having a good time.
Malcolm was on his way
there. We need them both
today and they will never
leave us if only we pick up
the torch and the baton
they left us.
The torch is the light of
the life they lived and the
baton is the responsibility
we have to other people, especially young black men
to show that there is a better way. London showed us
it can be done, and I am
sure Malcolm would have
agreed.

efforts to remove Cuba
from the list of countries
supporting
terrorism.
There were additional suggestions that there might
be efforts towards normalization.
There are groups in the
U.S.A. who oppose normalization of relations with
Cuba and they will do anything that they can to disrupt such efforts. Whether
those elements convinced
the FBI to take this step is
irrelevant. The fact is that
this step complicates discussions about changing
the terms of U.S./Cuban
relations.
Right-wing
Cuban exiles as well as
ultra-conservative elements
in our political establishment have an interest in the
status quo; most of this
country is more interested
in improvement in relations

with Cuba.
For this reason, we
need to understand the upping of the ante on Assata
as not only a threat to her
existence, a violation of
Cuban and international
law, but also a cynical move
to disrupt efforts to end the
Cold War in the Western
Hemisphere.
Now is the time to
demand that President
Obama and Attorney General Holder reverse the decision of the FBI. Let’s end
this ridiculous melodrama.
Bill Fletcher, Jr. is a Senior Scholar with the Institute
for Policy Studies, the immediate past president of
TransAfrica Forum and the
author of “They’re Bankrupting Us” – And Twenty
Other Myths about Unions.
Follow him at www.billfletcherjr.com.

Black revolutionary Assata Shakur is no terrorist

BY BILL FLETCHER, JR.
NNPA Columnist

When the FBI announced that they were
placing fugitive Assata
Shakur (Joanne Chesimard) on the list of most
wanted terrorists and that
they were offering an additional $1 million for her capture, it caught most of the
world by complete surprise. Assata has been living quietly in exile in Cuba
where she was given politi-

cal asylum for 30 years.
The former member of the
Black Liberation Army escaped captivity after being
tried and convicted—under
controversial
circumstances—in
connection
with the killing of a New
Jersey State policeman.
Several other allegations
against her were dropped
either through acquittals or
mistrials.
Assata Shakur had been
a member of the Black Panther Party, later joining the
Black Liberation Army.
Like many other black activists in the late 1960s and
early 1970s, she witnessed
the vicious repression of
the Black Freedom Movement—and other movements of the time—by
agencies of the U.S.
government,
including
through the use of the now

notorious COINTELPRO
(the FBI’s Counter Intelligence Program). COINTELPRO involved the
infiltration and disruption
of organizations that the
FBI concluded were a
threat to the U.S. elite. Disruption included rumormongering, provocation,
the encouraging of splits,
imprisonment and murder.
The intensity of the repression of the Black Freedom
Movement, in this case, led
many activists to conclude
that, at a minimum, self-defense was necessary. For
others the conclusion was
that a military arm of the
Black Freedom Movement
was needed.
Whether one agrees or
disagrees with the conclusions arrived at by Assata
Shakur, one thing is very
important: she was never a

terrorist. Let us be clear
about the meaning of this
word that we hear so regularly these days. A “terrorist” is someone who uses
military methods/violence
against civilians in order to
advance a political objective. There is nothing in the
activism of Assata Shakur
that displays anything approaching terrorism. Additionally, since her exile, she
has not been involved with
any activities in the U.S.A.
that could be construed as
terrorist.
So, what is this about? It
appears that the main inspiration for this outrage is to
derail any efforts at the normalization of relations between the U.S. and Cuba.
Upon the reelection of
President Obama, there
have been rumors circulating that there might be
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COMMUNITY NEWS



By Pastor Martin Rainey

Increasing village, community and parental engagement:
Overcoming obstacles
Rainey’s Bulletin is pleased to share
took me to church and assisted in teachthe radio interview with Nikki Johnson,
ing me the importance of prayer and
a single mother of two and ex-offender,
maintaining a relationship with the Lord.
that was aired on the Community VineProverbs 22:6 says point your kids in the
yard segment of the Undignified Praise
right direction—when they’re old they
and Worship Program aired on WRXB
won’t be lost. But, my parents’ prayers
1590AM and hosted by Richard Guess.
only assisted me. It was not their prayers
The Community Vineyard is deand teaching that kept me through every
signed to inform and educate the commess.
munity on available human resources,
On Super Bowl Sunday 2009, I was refamily, education, social and economic
leased from the Pinellas County Sheriff’s
issues.
Office within 14 days because of a bond
For additional information and interreduction. Through more trails and surviewing, please call me at 727-420-1326.
rendering I moved to Jacksonville to start
In case you missed it, the following
a new life and pursue different choices.
is highlights from the interview Wed.,
While there I encountered homelessMay 8:
ness, barriers in employment and being
My name is Niki Johnson. I am a sinset free from me because of my choices.
Niki Johnson
gle mother of two and I have returned to
Yet I was determined to stay focused and not
society as a productive citizen. At a young age I made the con- waiver. My faith was being strengthened. I began to accept
science choice to involve myself in environments and activities His Word for what it was, which is the truth. At the time I
that would eventually lead me to a path of repeated arrest.
wasn’t fully conscience of the repercussions of my choices and
I remember the first time I was arrested as a minor, I went mindset but something in me said keep going.
to jail for stealing a seven dollar pair of bedroom shoes from
That was three years ago and on this new journey of
Payless. Reflecting on my first choice, I did not take responsi- choices. There are just as many struggles now as I encounbility for my actions. Instead I was angry because I didn’t put tered when I was not conscience of my choices and the conthem in the bag but yet I attempted to walk out with the bag. sequences.
I didn’t see that I was creating an atmosphere, a home for
Currently, by definition I am considered homeless because
the spirit of deception and stealing and every other desire that I am with no home of my own. It is a struggle to financially
came along with it. As time went on I continued to be rebel- provide for my family because there is no reputable employer
lious. For the almost 10 years I was arrested eight times at that would be willing to hire me.
least once a year for the same crimes.
During my journey I have turned to music to help me
You would think that I would have learned my lesson, but when I am discouraged. There is a secular artist named ShaI had not accepted the fact that my choices had me in this reefa and gospel artists such as Le’Andria Johnson that have
place. So in August 2007, I walked into a bank and made a helped me a lot over the last three years.
choice to walk out.
I currently volunteer in numerous activities involving edThat was the beginning of my turning point. So why was ucation and community involvement at the Virginia M.
this event so important to me?
Leonard Education Center owned and operated by Christ
The Holy Spirit spoke to me plain and clear and said, “Why Gospel Church of St. Petersburg. I also support Parent Supare you doing this? You are going to prison.” And at that mo- port for Education (PSFEC) and Youth and Family Christian
ment it made sense. So I took my shoes off and ran as fast as Center (YFCC).
I could. Spiritually I was running to God, but physically I was
I have started a blog page (http://projectfelonshelpingrunning to a place far away from that bank.
pinellas.blogspot.com) with a Facebook and LinkedIn support
Once I felt like I was in a safe place, I cried out to the Lord group page to assist in posting resources and empowering stolike I had never done before. Now, I had cried to him numer- ries, events and quotes for women ex-offenders who are deous times before but this time was different. This time my “Ah termined to be productive citizens and positive.
ha” moment helped me realized that I really messed up.
My mission is to change the stereotype of how society
What was I going to do?
views ex-offenders, especially single mothers. So I would like
So I made the choice to run where I thought no one could to start off by changing the term used when referencing to
find me, I left Florida. As I was running from people (the law) convicted felons. I prefer the term “returned citizen.” It gives
the Lord was running after me (Grace). It was when I acknowl- a better feel and comfort level when describing a person with
edge that I messed up, and that the only way that I would make background issues as a barrier.
it from this point was that I totally depended on Him.
I would also like to collaborate with other agencies, both
I went from my own selfish desires that I had created in nonprofit and private, to assist in advocating awareness of availme, which were an image and a heart of fearlessness and su- able resources to single mother returned citizens.
periority. All the plotting and scheming had to stop. I was ac“Project Felons Helping Pinellas” would like to know:
tually in the position where I feared the repercussions of my
Where are the resources available specifically for single
choices. This moment I had to care, because that choice mother ex-offenders?
showed me and everyone who I really am. And I didn’t like
Where are the transitional housing programs that are in
what people would see, nor did I like what I had become.
place for single mother ex-offenders?
What would my family and friends and society think of
Where are the private business owners that are willing to
me? How would my daughter face her friends at school?
assist in employing single mother ex-offenders?
During the two years of my fleeing from the law, nothing
I am diligently reaching out daily to the community to asI started I finished; nothing I desired was accomplished. I was sist other mothers that have been bound by background barso unhappy and confused and bound. So I took a flight back riers. We can make a difference, all it takes is unity. I am also
from Chicago and this was the point I surrendered. I walked in the process of creating a pilot workshops and events targetmyself in Pinellas County jail to start the process of a self-arrest. ing mothers like our children and me. So, if you are that person
I also surrendered to the Lord. I never at that moment knew or agency or you know of a person or agency that would be
that I would be making the choice that would lead to a path of willing to assist with resources, please contact me at projectrighteousness.
felonshelpingpinellas@gmail.com.
My mother and stepfather always prayed for me and they
I hope this article was encouraging and inspiring.
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PINELLAS HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 1963
50TH CLASS REUNION! COME AND CELEBRATE
WITH YOUR CLASSMATES!
Members of the Class of 1963 who attended Pinellas High
School in Clearwater will celebrate its 50th year reunion. Events are scheduled for Fri.-Sun., June 7-9. Some classmates could not be reached, so if you
have not been contacted, please call Annie Elliott Gardner 727-581-6361 or
Janie Perkins Williams 727-623-8646. We look forward to hearing from you.

GIBBS HIGH SCHOOL
CLASS OF 1963 REUNION
We are joyfully in the process of completing plans for
the 50th reunion for graduates of Gibbs High School
class of 1963 that will take place June 6-9. If you have not
been contacted about the event, please call Sandra Grayson McClendon
at 727-906-7881, Nettie Hannah Jackson at 727-823-8023 or
Robert “Bob” Perry at 813 938 3957. Please let us hear from you.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Bay Point Middle School turns 50

Lynae Brayboy: St. Pete’s finest

ST. PETERSBURG —
Bay Point Middle School,
located at 2151 62nd Ave.
S., held its 50th anniversary celebration at the
school last Sat., May 11.
Lots of smiles and hugs
were seen all day as students, families, alumni, former and current staff,
former and current principals and assistant principals spent the afternoon
together.
Current principal Jason
Shedrick greeted everyone
in the courtyard, under the
watchful eye of an osprey
family nesting on the
school’s beautiful Falcon
Sculpture, which was created by St. Petersburg
sculptor Paul Eppling.
A time capsule will be
buried, including a letter to
the future, which was written and read by current
sixth-grader
Reena
Howard. Bay Point alum
and technology leader,
Kevin Decker, spoke to the
crowd about how important his teachers were to
his success.
Four former principals
were in attendance: Ron
Cinnamon (1978-87), Dennis Griffin (1990-2005),
Starla Metz (2005-2007)
and Ann-Marie Clarke
(2007-2012). Several former assistant principals
and many former long-time
Bay Point staff members
came back and reconnected with their Falcon
Family.
School Board members
Terry Krassner and Rene
Flowers, PCS Area I Superintendent Patricia Wright,
St. Petersburg City Council

Dr. Lynae Brayboy, a
local Midtown St. Petersburg super achiever and
daughter of Elihu and Carolyn Brayboy, graduated
from Keswick Christian
High School with a 4.25
GPA and earned a full four
year Presidential Scholarship from Florida A&M
University.
At FAMU, Brayboy became their first Fulbright
Scholar awardee and also
studied for one year in
Mali, West Africa on the
effects of malaria on mothers and their unborn children. After finishing
medical school at Temple
University in Philadelphia,
she did her four year residency at Abington Memorial Hospital.
Brayboy then matched
for a three year Fellowship
at Brown University in
Providence, R.I., and is
now in her second year.
Always on the cutting
edge, she has created an
innovative smartphone application for girls’ sexual
health education entitled
“Girl Talk,” which earned
her a $20,000 grant from
The American College of
Obstetricians and Gynecologists/Bayer Health
Care Pharmaceuticals Re-

Jason Shedrick, Bay Point Middle’s principal,
addresses the crowd at the school’s 50th
anniversary celebration.
members Steve Kornell
and Wengay Newton came
and spent the afternoon as
well.
Mark Ferguson, the
owner of the popular
Ferg’s Sports Bar in St. Petersburg, attended Bay
Point Middle School. He
was even crowned Mr. Bay
Point Middle in the ninth
grade. Ferguson was a
physical education teacher
in Pinellas County Schools
for 18 years and was a volleyball and basketball
coach at Bay Point Middle.
“All I have are good
memories,” Ferguson said.
Ernest Givens is a former NFL wide receiver and
played in the league from
1986-1995. Givens is still
the Houston Oilers/Texans leading receiver. He attended Bay Point Middle
and for the last 10 years
has been a campus monitor
at the school.
“We have some ups and
downs, but the family, the
camaraderie that is being
instilled in the kids is
tremendous,” Givens said.
“It’s a true family atmos-

phere. If I have to go anywhere else, I’d retire. The
camaraderie here, I love.
And the teachers really
care.”
Numerous city and
community groups and
partners attended, including the City of St. Pete Sanitation Department, St.
Petersburg Police K-9 unit,
St. Petersburg Fire & Rescue firefighters, St. Petersburg
Parks
and
Recreation’s TASCO (Teen
Arts, Sports, and Cultural
Opportunities),
Florida
Blood Services Bloodmobile and Boyd Hill Nature
Park’s Birds of Prey.
There were demonstrations by the Chemistry and
DaVinci Clubs, as well as
performances by the
Drumline and Falcon
Band.
The highlight of the afternoon was an exciting
Alumni vs. Student basketball game, with alumni of
all ages participating. It
was a close game, but in
the end, the old-timers
proved victorious and
showed true veteran savvy.

I-ACT Colon Cancer Screening Study Expands to Pinellas County
Increasing Access to Colorectal Cancer
Testing for Blacks, or I-ACT, is an educational colorectal cancer screening study
conducted by researchers from Moffitt
Cancer Center. Recently, the I-ACT research study has been extended to Pinellas
County and seeks to increase access to
colon cancer screening in the black community. The ultimate goal of the study is to
eliminate the excess burden of this disease,
which is greatest among the black population. The I-ACT study is funded by the
American Cancer Society and seeks black
men and women ages 50 to 75 that have
never had colon cancer screening or have
not had a colonoscopy in the past 10 years.
This study offers participants an easy way
to have this necessary testing done for free
and in the privacy of their own home.
Many people just like you have been
reached through the Weekly Challenger,
as well as through events in the community, to participate in this study. Although
the study has been successful so far, with

over 135 people enrolled, we still have a
long way to go to reach our goal of 500 people. Lounell Britt, the Executive Director of
the James B. Sanderlin Neighborhood
Family Center and an advisor for I-ACT,
urges you to join our study. “I believe that
the I-ACT colon cancer study is critical to
the overall health of our community because when it comes to health disparities,
our community has them all. Please get involved and if you have any questions you
can always call the Sanderlin Family Center and I will connect you to the study
staff”, says Lounell Britt.
There are many ways you can get involved in I-ACT. If you or someone you
know is between the ages of 50 and 75 and
has never had colon cancer screening or is
not up to date with this screening, take the
next step and call the I-ACT study team at
813-745-6244 or 813-745-6502. Participation
in the study doesn’t take long, and no travel
to Moffitt is required. Do your part and
ACT NOW!

Dr. Lynae Brayboy
search Fellowship in Contraceptive Benefits/Risk
Communication.
Brayboy seeks to use
this award as seed money
to fully developing her
smartphone application
and one day see “Girl
Talk” as a major resource

young girls and women
will access for factual information on sexual health
and education issues. This
application has statewide,
national and international
potential.
Congratulations to one
of Midtown’s finest.

Need money for college?
The Shawn Carter (JayZ) Scholarship Fund offers
scholarship opportunities
to any underserved student across the United
States. Qualified applicants
must be a high school senior, college student, and/or
between the ages of 18-25,
pursuing studies at a vocational or trade school.
All applicants must be a
U.S. citizen and complete
the on-line application no
later than May 31.
The Shawn Carter
Scholarship Foundation is
unique in that it offers
scholarships to single
mothers, children who attend alternative schools,
students who have earned
a GED, students with
grade point averages of 2.0
and students who have previously been incarcerated,

“I want to do my part so anyone that really
wants it has a chance to achieve their dream,”
said Jay-Z.
but desire a higher educa- underserved
student
tional opportunity.
across the United States
This group is generally who desires a higher edunot the recipients of col- cation.
lege scholarships and is
Please log on to
typically ignored by the www.shawncartersf.com/a
Board of Education. The pply/, to apply. This scholShawn Carter Foundation, arship is open to the public.
however, offers scholar- Apply before the deadline
ship opportunities to any May 31.

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, MAY 16, 2013

5

COMMUNITY NEWS
Developing leaders with a vision for a purpose

 


From CAMP, page 1

Camp is a leadership model
camp for youth males 8-13
years old. Campers will experience instructional activities to learn “it’s a different
world” for those in leadership development camps
and those who “just play” all
summer. Campers will explore the world of news, science, sports, preparation,
spirituality, business and finance, tours and cultures.
“We develop leaders with
a vision for a purpose,” said
Pastor Dexter McCree. “Period.”
Caleb’s
Motivational
Camp will have an open
house Sat., June 1, from 9-11
a.m. The location is 1150
49th St. N., St. Petersburg at
Anointed Word Fellowship
(Property site of Trinity
UCC).
The camp begins Tues.,
June 11 and camp hours are
from 7:30-5:30 p.m.

 


Courtesy of

 



      

         

Caleb’s Motivational Camp begins Tues., June 11 from 7:30 - 5:30 p.m.

Coming up in next week’s edition: Chicago Style
Steppin’ class in St. Petersburg

 
        
       
     
    

     


 


       


      


BUSINESS DIRECTORY





   








  


LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES
Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
3951 34th St. S., St. Petersburg
(In the old K-Mart building)

(727) 867-3696
Open: Wednesday - Sunday










 



Writers will cover events and feature stories in
Pinellas County and the Bradenton/Palmetto area.
Stories must be factually correct,
between 500-600 words unless told otherwise
and be accompanied by pictures of the event.
Correct grammar and punctuation is a must. AP style
of writing is required. Schedule must be flexible.

Email resume to
generalmanager@theweeklychallenger.com
or call 727-896-2922 for an interview.
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Academy Prep does it again
VITA program files more than 3,300
tax returns for free

Volunteers at the James B. Sanderlin Neighborhood Family Center
filed more than 600 tax returns for a total refund amount of more than
$1.3 million during the just-completed tax preparation season.
PINELLAS COUNTY — The Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) program has concluded a successful tax
preparation season helping more than
3,300 people file for free. VITA is a program of the IRS where they partner with
local organizations throughout the nation
to file taxes for low and moderate income
people for free.
Locally, the Pinellas Prosperity Partnership administers the program with
staff support from the Juvenile Welfare
Board. One hundred-sixteen volunteers
participated in the program at 12 VITA
sites and one mobile VITA team.
Clients who used the VITA service received a cumulative total of approximately $5.4 million in refunds. For the
most part, that is money that will be spent
locally, helping local businesses and creating jobs that will generate greater
wealth for Pinellas County residents.
In 2011, the National Society of Accountants estimated that the average cost

to prepare an IRS form 1040 is $128.
Based on that amount, the VITA program
saved low to moderate income taxpayers
$423,296 this tax season.
That does not take into account the
extra charges that are often applied for
claiming the Earned Income Tax Credit
(EITC) or other credits. There are no
such fees associated with VITA services.
If you qualify, it is free.
VITA will be back in late January or
early February with locations throughout
the county. In the meantime, the VITA
program is recruiting volunteers to train
as tax preparers, greeters and screeners
and language interpreters. Volunteers do
not need to be accountants. There are
roles for anyone who wants to help others
and build a more prosperous community.
To find out more about the VITA service and volunteer opportunities, visit
www.Taxes-4-Free.com or call the VITA
Coordinator at (727)453-5676.

A bus service will be provided to the conference site on June 7-8 for only $10.00 for both
days. Pick-up will be at 8 a.m., leaving promptly at 8:15 a.m. from Gateway Christian Center,
4355 Central Ave., St. Petersburg. Please be sure to make your reservations prior to June 5
by calling 727-867-9445. Leave your name and phone number where you can be reached.
Return to Gateway Christian Center will be immediartely after the evening sessions.

ST. PETERSBURG —
Josh Smith is one of only
1,000 seniors nationwide
to receive the prestigious
Gates Millennium Scholarship funded by the Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation. He is a graduated
from Academy Prep Center of St. Petersburg in
2009 and is currently a
senior at Baylor School, a
private boarding school in
Chattanooga, Tenn.
“God has had a plan for
my life since the day I was
born. In this plan, he had
me attend Academy Prep
St. Petersburg for a reason,” said Smith. “As an
Academy Prep student, I
was exposed to high
schools like Baylor, my
Alma Mater. The Baylor
School is one of the most
prestigious high schools
in the country and gives
maximum exposure to all
of its students. If I’d never
been an Academy Prep
Student, I would have
never gotten to Baylor to
learn about the Gates Millennium Scholarship.”
Smith was selected
from 24,000 applicants for
the scholarship, which
covers tuition and other
college expenses for academically outstanding minority students. The
scholarship also pays for
up to five years of graduate school tuition if a recipient
pursues
a
postgraduate degree in education, engineering, li-

Josh Smith
brary science, math, public health, physical science, or science.
“It is true that at Academy Prep I learned valuable lessons in the
classroom that allowed me
to embrace the material
taught in high school easily. However, I don’t think
that was the most important part of my Academy
Prep experience,” Josh
emphasized. “The life
skills I learned in the
everyday environment,
along with the service
trips and athletic pro-

grams, really shaped me
into the type of person I
am today.
In my opinion, having a
charismatic personality
and being a good person is
far more important than
just GPA and test scores
when trying to become
successful, and that was
emphasized to me as an
Academy Prep student. I
have carried this with me
even after graduation,”
said Smith
Josh plans to attend
Florida Atlantic University
in the fall.

Peace, love and summer camp
ST. PETERSBURG —
Happy Workers Learning
Center, Inc. will host a
block party to celebrate
the rededication and blessing of the Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. building,
home to the original
Happy Workers center,
Sat., June 8, at 10 a.m..
The party will be located on 19th St. South,
between 9th and 12 Avenues South in St. Petersburg.
This event is one of
many activities that the
center is offering under
the direction of its
S.M.A.R.T
(Strategic,
Monitoring Accountable,
Respectful Team) Board
to make sure that its children are prepared to compete in a more global
society.
As part of this mission,
the center is offering its
Summer Peace Camp,
through which its students (and future peace-

Rededication of the Martin Luther King Jr.
building will take place June 8 at 10 a.m.
makers) will keep their academic
skills
sharp
through a summer bridge
curriculum, gain an introduction to the Spanish language and plant a peace
garden.
The program is fully
funded by the United Way;
parents are only required
to pay a $25 registration
fee and participate in two
mandatory financial plan-

ning workshops.
The rededication and
blessing ceremony also
will serve as a launching
pad for the center’s 84th
anniversary, and is the
first fundraising activity of
the year, which is aimed at
raising $50,000 by December 31.
For further information or to R.S.V.P for this
event, call 894-5337.
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Honoring her life, lineage and legacy
From NAOMI, page 1

Naomi Red Carpet Recognition Brunch. Held at the
Vinoy Renaissance Resort,
located at 501 5th Ave.
N.E., matriarchs in the
community gathered to be
honored by family and
friends for their unwavering faith and a lifetime of
sacrifices. Each year this
event aims to spotlight and
recognize extraordinar y
women who represent the
legacy of the biblical character Naomi.
Many of the women
honored hail from a background where mentoring
and guiding others is foremost on their agenda and
who positively impact the
community while possessing a willingness to make a
difference in the lives of
others.
Organized by the
Naomi and Titus 2
Covenant Alliance which
was established in 2009,
the day’s activities reinforced the mission of
restoring aged women to
the position of being teachers in the community.

Naomi’s are encouraged to
recommit to fulfilling
God’s
mandate
and
reestablishing a purpose
for their lives.
Naomi Ruth Johnson
began with a prayer asking
that the world will begin to
see the Naomi in ever yone.
“We have mothers who
have been mothers and fathers. We have mothers
who have stood in the gap
for other mothers,” Johnson acknowledged as she
also honored the grandmothers who’ve dutifully
taken up the burden of
raising a child in their
golden years. “We know
sometimes the mountains
got higher, and sometimes
the valleys were lower.”
After a buffet of eggs,
bacon, fruit and pastries, in
which honorees were
served so they didn’t have
to maneuver through the
hungr y crowd, keynote
speaker and First Lady
Emeritus Naomi Cynthia
Chance of WINGS Fellowship Church took to the

podium. A resident of St.
Petersburg from the age of
three, Chance ministered
to women young and old
on the perils of doing too
much and the need to take
a rest when weariness sets
in.
“We have become physically and mentally exhausted,” she proclaimed
to a room full of heads nodding in agreement. “You
have so many things on
your mind that you can’t
even sleep.”
Chance encouraged all
women to give themselves
permission to take a rest
and to acknowledge the
fact that it’s okay to say no
sometimes. “Ladies, we
cannot do it all. We cannot
do ever ything,” she proclaimed recognizing that
women take on responsibilities that other wise
won’t get done.
She compared ever y
woman’s life to the seasons, each section of the
year representing a new
beginning and an opportunity to seize a new positive

outlook on life. She encouraged women to shake
off those who treat you
with disrespect and to take
the time to become refreshed in order to better
ser ve their families and
the community.
“I have been through
seasons of ups and
downs,” Chance confided
as she spoke of riding in a
limousine just three years
ago to attend her husband’s funeral, her heart
shattered. “My world as I
knew it was over,” she revealed.
But Chance found solace in God and strength in
those close to her. “When
I thought I could not take
it, He did not leave me,”
she explained.
The crowning of the
Naomis followed as honorees received gifts of
love. Certificates, flowers,
a sash and tiara were presented to the women of the
court and sealed with a
kiss in an elaborate ritual
of giving.
“We want to lavish you,

love on you and show you
how much we really adore
and appreciate everything
that you’ve done,” Mistress of Ceremony and
Minister Naomi Joanne
Rainey proclaimed as the
room filled with sweet
sighs and applause. “You
so truly deserve it and are
more than worthy of it.”
Rainey went on to introduce
Naomi
Noreen
Learn, the NT2CA Outreach Recipient of the year.
Learn landed on hard
times when she found herself out of work when her
job of 18 years was terminated. She was widowed,
her children out-of-state
and desperately in need of
a friend. So the ladies of
NT2CA joined together to
be her rock. Measurements were taken, personally by NT2CA President
Teralyn Hodge, and shopping trips organized resulting in nine new outfits
complete with interview attire to help Learn land a
new job.
“I am ver y thankful

how these wonderful
ladies reached out to me
and mentored me,” Learn
expressed her voice cracking as she spoke, “and the
good time that we had with
each other.”
The red carpet honorees finished the afternoon with smiles on their
faces and love in their
hearts. A sure sign they
will continue their efforts
in the community to bring
together families around
the bay and beyond.
The Naomi and Titus 2
Covenant Alliance Ministries is a nonprofit organization involved in various
activities including lending
ser vices to displaced
women, mentorships for
adults and youths, character development programs
for teens, as well as after
school support programs
for the youth of St. Petersburg.
For more information
on the organization and upcoming events, check out
their website at ntcaministries.net.

8

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, MAY 16, 2013

COMMUNITY NEWS
University Prep Academy is moving in with a mission

Progressive Class 40th reunion
planning meeting

From SCHOOL , page 1

Pictured at a planning meeting are Rosilyn Adams Walker, Barabara Nettles
Robinson, Lou Brown, Delores Powell, and Debra Dorsey Bynum. They look
forward to seeing all classmates on Friday. Be there!
ST. PETERSBURG —
The Progressive Class of
1973 continues to plan for
their 40th reunion scheduled for June 28-30. The
itinerary is as follows: Fri.,
June 28 will be a meet and
greet at the Enoch Davis

  



 



Center, Sat., June 29 a Banquet-Prom at the Hilton
Carillon, and Sun., June 30
will be worship services at
classmate Rev. Victor Ball’s
church in Tampa.
Our next gathering in
preparation of the event is a

   



        



planning meeting this Fri.,
May 17 at Midtown Sundries, 200 1st Ave. S. in
downtown St. Pete from 5-8
p.m. All classmates are invited to attend to pick up
their ticket package.

      



  

she stands firm on the
school’s mission to touch
the lives of all students who
attend.
Offered to children
from kindergarten through
eighth grade, University
Prep has high expectations
for its students and the staff
in charge of their learning.
“It’s going to be rigorous,” Shannon said as she
stressed the curriculum
University Prep has approved for the upcoming
school year. “Everything is
going to be targeted at getting students ready to go
into the college of their
choice by the time they
graduate.”
With plans to implement algebraic concepts in
classrooms as early as
kindergarten, as well as
electives such as a foreign
language, Shannon is confident University Prep will
thrive in the years to come.
Although a new charter
school for the area, Shannon is no stranger to the
concept and what they
mean for the community
and hasn’t missed a step implementing the necessary
criteria locally for a productive establishment.
From technology such
as Smartboards in every
classroom, to Saturday
Academy where students
needing extra support academically have tutoring opportunities to get them up
to speed, University Prep
plans to revolutionize the
charter school reputation.
But with all the news
surrounding the failing
grades linked to charter
schools around the state of
Florida, perhaps some parents are skeptical. But
Shannon reassures that
University
Preparatory
Academy is an entirely different institution run as a
nonprofit organization, not
a management company.
“Our model is proven,”
she informed, discussing
the numbers behind student success in the Kansas
City school after which University Prep is modeled and
that Shannon was instrumental in forming. “The
students here are no different than the students anywhere in the country. We

should be providing them
the quality education that
they deserve to have.”
Shannon insists the secret to the success of University Prep lies in the
curriculum, commitment of
the teachers and past
achievements with the program. With a 90 percent
African-American population and nearly 80 percent
of students on free and reduced lunch, the Kansas
City model graduated 100
percent of its students for
the last five years and all but
one attended college, instead opting for the military.
Shannon insists similar
demographics exist here in
St. Petersburg.
“That’s an example of
what we were able to do
there,” she explained, “and
I believe that given the community that we’re serving
here, that it is definitely just
as doable here as it was
there.”
Shannon hopes to enroll
as many students as possible explaining the school’s
intent to focus mainly on
the primary grade enrollment in an effort to close
the learning gap at a
quicker pace.
“We really want to start
with getting as many
younger students as we can
because that really sets the
foundation,” Shannon confided. “If you can get them
young and teach them to
read and provide them with
all the high quality instruction you can at the early
ages, then they have a
much easier time as they
move on through the system.”
But Shannon would
never turn away a student
in need of a quality education, and hopes families of
any child through the
eighth grade will sign up.
With plans to provide whatever the interest may be for
school members, she hopes
to implement sports for the
middle school grades in an
effort to compliment the
rigorous academic expectations. Plans to build a high
school nearby are also in
the initial stages for those
families looking for a long
term relationship with the
school.

Although University
Prep promises a different
level of education and more
options than some area
public schools, they will
house similar staples of education found in schools
throughout Pinellas County.
These will include bus
transportation, breakfast
and lunch options, uniforms, and before and afterschool care.
Shannon and her colleagues foresee success
within the first year, expecting to put in the necessary
hard work in order for students to make a year’s
worth of progress. Although she doesn’t anticipate a lottery system being
implemented for the upcoming school year, in
which all applicants go into
a sea of names drawn at random like fundamental
schools, she is confident
once the word spreads,
seats will fill up quickly.
So if your student is currently attending a school
with a failing grade or if you
are just looking for an educational home for your child
led by caring and compassionate educators, check
out the University Preparatory Academy.
Shannon has a proven
track record of success with
charter schools and is excited about the upcoming
school year at University
Preparatory Academy. She
urges families to research
what the charter school has
to offer.
For more information,
potential parents can call
(727) 366-7145. Sign up information can also be found
at upaflorida.org, or you can
head on over to the Enoch
Davis center, located at
1111 18th Ave, S., and pick
up an application.
“We would love as many
kids as we can get,” finished
Shannon.
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The Mothers of Civilization conference
From WOMAN, page 1

But Nayyirah explained
the focus was not limited to
just the deterioration of the
African- American local community. In addition, the
Mothers of Civilization aim
to raise community awareness of the Muslim faith and
how important women are
in the role of religion, family
and the peacefulness of the
world.
Keynote speaker Dr. Ava
Muhammad was the center
of attention when she took
the stage. Labeled by some
as a defender of truth and
protector of virtue, Muhammad is the National Representative of Minister Louis
Farrakhan, the leader of a
predominantly
AfricanAmerican religious movement, the Nation of Islam
(NOI).
“I enjoyed every second
of the flight,” she said speaking of the extreme turbulence she encountered
along the way, “because I
knew where I was going to

land. I’m loving every
minute of being here.”
But Muhammad soon
turned serious discussing
how the rise of a new
woman can bring about universal change. Tired of the
labels society places on
groups that only promote
racism, sexism, classism,
and materialism, Muhammad believes a new dawn
needs to emerge. One that
will bring the world together
as one instead of leading to
unrest and war over the differences in perceptions and
interpretations over God
and his will.
“That time has to come
to an end if there’s going to
be peace on Earth again,”
Muhammad explained. “We
have to sweep that away and
in order to do that, we have
to see beyond our own individual selves.”
Muhammad went on to
dispel the misunderstanding
among some cultures and
religions that believe Mus-

  



lims do not worship Jesus.
“That’s been a point of
false contention,” she informed explaining how the
theological disagreement
between Muslims and
Christians is not that far
apart. “It’s just an issue over
Mary’s condition at the time
of her conception of Jesus,”
Muhammad continued stating there’s no reason for humanity to be at odds over
religion.
She went on to express
her belief that a peaceful
world cannot exist without
women. That it is the role of
mothers that breathe life
into the world and the passive nature of women that allows us to continue on as a
society.
“Mother is not going to
declare war as quickly as father,” she stated explaining
the attempt in our recent
history to stifle the woman’s
voice, “and send babies to
their death, send drones
over countries and drop

 



   

 





 
 
 
  

bombs on women and children.”
Muhammad spoke of
sexism and racism as diseases of domination that
leave not only the victim
sick, but the perpetrator as
well. She urged women to
ask themselves who they follow and to embrace their virtuous side instead of
offering up their bodies as
prizes to the highest bidder.
“If Jesus walked in this
room, would we present ourselves to him with our cleavage first.” she asked as the
crowd listened in awe. Quoting former NOI leader the
honorable Elijah Muhammad she continued, “Where
there are no decent women,
there are no decent men.”
Dr. Ava Muhammad encourages all women to love
themselves and not to worry
about getting a man, but instead to focus on serving
God. And he will come. In
fact nearly 25 years ago, before finding her husband,



Muhammad was down
about her chances of ever
marrying, having heard the
horrifying statistics associated with unmarried women
over 30.
“It sort of brought me
down and I didn’t know that
it showed,” she recalled as
she recounted a conversation she had many years ago
with mentor Minister Farrakhan. He realized her
woes and encouraged her to
let go of her depression and
leave it in God’s hands.
“You’re not going to get
a man roaming around in
herds, like buffalo,” she told
the ladies in the room as
they roared with laughter.
“You’re women of God and
in the appropriate environment you will meet the appropriate partner.”
Dr. Ava Muhammad
closed by encouraging
women to hold themselves
to a higher virtue and destination in life. To embrace
the role they were meant to

        



lead and dedicate themselves to understanding
their culture and the Muslim
faith.
Representatives from St.
Petersburg College were
also in attendance, as well as
representatives from the
Church of Scientology and
“Mama Tee” Lassiter.
“We have many, many
children we need to touch,”
Lassiter urged as she took a
moment to speak to the
crowd. “We have families
[and] we have young
women we need to motivate.”
And with the inspirational words of Dr. Ava
Muhammad, the ladies of
the convention aim to do just
that.
For more information on
Dr. Ava Muhammad, check
her
out
on
blogtalkradio.com/elevatedplaces or avaspeaks.com.
Her books can be purchased
at avamuhammad.com

  
NO COST MEDICAID &
MEDICARE REVIEWS

727-327-9881 • 3535 Central Ave.
St. Petersburg, FL 33713

H EALTH & WELLNESS
• Prevention • Awareness • Education •
•Testing • Counseling • Referrals •
HELP - US - HELP - U • Access
Food Stamp Application/SNAP
Medicaid Application - Recertification

727.403.3366
www.helpushelpuinc.org
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

 




Come Worship With the First Baptist Family



     






  

  

 




  

   









 





Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry
3530 1st Avenue North, Ste. 217
St. Petersburg, Florida 33713

(727) 564-1389
Pastor Shurrea Daniels

Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/

BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567
SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.






 





 
 

 

 















 




Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.










   
    
   
   
  
   
    

Victory Christian Center Church

  

    



  
  
     
   
 



  


 

  
 
 


















  
 

 



Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.





Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.


  

Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays





 
 

 
 







 

 
1818 29th Avenue N.
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship

11:30 a.m.






  



 
 

Pastors Dexter and
Wanda McCree

 

 
 
  





 
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
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THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida





 



Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.





Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the community at large, its wish that there
would be an overflowing of
God’s blessings upon their lives.
St. Mark is grounded in a Christcentered doctrine that has as its
central theme, a belief that we
are a haven of hope, help, and
healing for a world hungering for
and thirsting after the enlightened word of God. At St. Mark,
we are Christians willing to work
and partner in unity, praising
God for His awesome gift, His
son Jesus Christ.
Events for May 2013
May 17 - Church OutingSt. John Primitive, Clearwater,
7 p.m.
May 18 - Health and Aging
Seninar-9 a.m. - 2 p.m. Topics
include: managing diseases,
skin care and preparing for
end of life issues. Additionally,
there will be an AARP presentation, pre-funeral planning,

nutrition and medication education, bone disorders and
eye care.
The seminar will also feature Dancercise with Tosha
and blood pressure/weight
ccreening and diabetes education. The public is invited and
encouraged to attend.
May 19 - Right Hand of
Fellowship. St. Mark M.B.C.
Annual Unity Spring Concert
at 4 p.m. under the leadership
of Keith Flournoy, Director of
Music. Special guest include
GMA Family and the Angelic
and Youth Choirs of Bethel
Metropolitan Baptist Church.
May 20 - PIZZA Ministry-6
- 8 p.m.
May 27 - Memorial DayChurch office closed.
Coming in June
Jun 9 - Celebration of Rev.
Brian K. Brown’s 18th Anniversary. The theme is: A
Man who Honors God in the
Word and Doctrine.
Weekly Scheduled Activities
for St. Mark
Sunday School held for both

Friendship MBC
children and adults of all ages.
Sunday School starts each Sunday morning at 9:30. All are invited to come out and join us.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5 p.m. Members
and the general public are invited to come out study the Bible
with us, and learn “What Baptist
Believe.”
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed to
join us.
N I. K. E. After School Tutoring (4:30-6 p.m.) on Tuesdays &
Thursdays (closed during holiday seasons and school breaks)
Young Adult Ministry every
Monday from 6:30 p.m. (Bible
Study)
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday
at 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study is held every Wednesday
at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Wednesday evening
at 7 p.m.

“The Ship – One Lord, One
Faith, One Baptism, One
Church.”
2013 “Total Surrender,
Total Sacrifice, and Total Stewardship” – II Corinthians 9:6-8.
Friendship is a committed
church family open to all who
wish to embrace it. Worship,
Fellowship and Learn with us!
Mark your calendar:
May 19: Single and Saved
is a great combination! The
Singles Ministry Consecra-

tion and Recognition service
will be a part of our worship
experiences, 7:45 a.m. and
10:45 a.m. We cordially invite
you to come and fellowship
with us!
Have you found the key?
If you’re looking for the key to
happiness or heaven, you’ll
find it through Jesus Christ.
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., and
Friendship welcomes you to
our open doors. Friendships’
Morning Service starts at 7:45

and 10:45. Sunday School begins at 9:30 a.m.
Join us each Wednesday
for Noonday Bible Study or
each Wednesday night at 7
p.m. as we study in the Book
of MARK, Dr. John A. Evans,
Sr., facilitator.
Friendship is located at
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, Florida 33712. Our telephone number: 727-906-8300.
www.fmbctheship.org
God Bless You – The Ship!

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Bethel Metropolitan Missionary Baptist Church,
“God’s House in the City,”
under the leadership of Dr
Rickey L. Houston extends an
invitation to the community to
join us as we declare the living
Word of God.
Join us at 9 a.m. for Sunday
School and at 10:15 a.m. worship service. Bible Study and
Teen Summit/Children Rising
are held Wednesday evenings
at 7.
We are committed to a
Christ-centered, People-centered, Team-centered and
Bible-based teaching ministry;

with priorities focused on Love,
Forgiveness, Unity, Peace and
Growth. We celebrate in worship, we care for one another,
we cultivate the fullest spiritual
life possible both individually
and corporately; and we communicate God’s truth at every
opportunity. Living out these
principles results in a kaleidoscope of ministries for all ages
and interests. We also encourage the community to make
use of our Prayer Line. (727321-9645)
The Elizabeth Howard
Scholarship Banquet is scheduled for Saturday, May 25, at

6:30 p.m. in the church Fellowship Hall. The theme this
year is “I Can, I Will, I Must.”
Tickets are now available for
this annual event hosted by
the Scholarship Ministry;
which helps provide scholarships for our graduates. Call
church office at 727-327-0554
for additional information.
April Event: Family Meeting, Friday, April 19 7 p.m.
“Jesus On Every Scene In
2013” Matthew 28:20
Telephone: 727-327-0554.
Fax: 727-327-0240.
Email:bchurch5@tampabay.rr.c
om. Website: www.bmmbc.org.

Mt. Zion Progressive MBC
“Celebrating 85 years of
service in His name!”
Reverend Louis Murphy,
Sr. and the entire Mt Zion
family extend an open invitation to join us not only in Sunday worship, but also
throughout the week for various programs and ministries.
Wednesday Bible Study –
Noonday and 6 p.m.
Sun., May 19 – Join the
Mt. Zion family as we celebrate the 14th anniversary of
our Sr. Pastor, Rev. Louis M.
Murphy, Sr. Our guest
Speaker for the day will be
Dr. Robert Smith, Jr. of the
Beeson Divinity School in
Birmingham, AL. A reception will follow immediately
following the 10 a.m. service.
Sun., June 9 – Graduation
Sunday. We will honor our
High School and College
graduates.
Please
visit

www.MZProgressive.org for
a graduation packet and return to the church office no
later than May 22.
Sat., June 15 - “Grateful
for Greatness” Music, Performing Arts, and Choirs
showcase, 4 p.m. Boca Ciega
High School. Contact the
church for more information
Third Thursday of the
month – Men’s Unity Ministry – Calling all Men. The
Men’s Ministry invite you to
come out on the third Thursday of each month for their
unity fellowship and study of
“What a Man of God Should
Look Like.”
CARE- Choosing Addiction Recovery Efforts - Now
meeting the 1st and 3rd
Tuesday of each month 7
p.m., CARE building, 1906
9th Ave. S., For more information contact Min. Keith
Murphy at 727-289-6057.

One-80 Teen Ministry
will host “College Prep 101”
Parents and Teens if college
is in your future please join
College Prep 101, held the
1st & 3rd Tuesday’s of each
month in the Youth Fellowship Hall 6:30 – 7:30 p.m.
Let’s Get Connected!
Mt. Zion Progressive is
now social. Checkout the latest events, ministry news,
and more by following us on
FACEBOOK, TWITTER and
YOUTUBE.
Visit our
BRAND NEW website and
let’s get connected today!
www.MZProgressive.org
For additional information on any of these announcements, please contact
the church office.
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church.
955 20th St. S., St. Petersburg Florida. 727-894-4311,
email: info@mzprogressive.org.

First Mt. Zion MBC
A big thanks from the
Unity Day committee, to all
for your support of last
week’s May Day event.
This week, we would like
to announce that the First

Mount Zion Fundraising
Committee is sponsoring an
activity on Sat., May, 18. The
time is 11:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.,
and will include a yard sale,
delicious bar-b-que, smoked

fish and other items.
We invite all our friends
to come out to see us. The
church is located at 1121
22nd Street South. Reverend
Wallace Elliott, Sr. is pastor.
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